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1 Reuben came to Joseph’s rescue… but why? According to a 

midrasha (a 5th-century rabbinic reimagining of the story), it all 

went back to a quarrel that the 12 brothers had had years earlier. 

There were many such quarrels: that’s what happens when one 

man has 13 children with two wives and two concubines and lives 

with them all as one household. But one particular quarrel had 

been especially bitter, to the point that Reuben genuinely thought 

that he’d been totally ostracised by his brothers, with no way back. 

He was delighted, then, to hear about Joseph’s dream, in which he 

was represented by one of the 11 stars symbolising the siblings. 

 .he said: “Joseph counted me amongst my brethren ,הוא מונה אותי

He included me when I thought I would be shunned. How could I do 

him any harm?” 

2 And that’s where this comes in: 
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3 Rabbi Elli, I don’t know if you remember this. It’s the front cover of 

a booklet from a children’s service I led here at BHPS in June 2013. 

The theme was ‘Leadership’, and on the cover there are little 

pictures of Moses, Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Barack Obama. 

After the service, you took me aside, and – very nicely – pointed out 

that I’d chosen four male figures and zero female figures. You asked 

what message that would send to our congregation’s young people. 

4 You were absolutely right, and since then, I’ve made it a cast-iron 

rule for myself never to give a sermon, or teach a class, in wholly 
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male terms. I will always make sure to include at least one other 

voice. That is what is nowadays known as the ‘Kranjec test’, named 

after the Jewish educator Danielle Kranjec: the expectation that any 

source sheet containing two or more Jewish sources should include 

at least one written by someone who is not male.b 

5 And the brilliant thing is that it isn’t just tokenism. Every time I go 

searching for a source written by a woman, I get taken down 

fascinating highways and byways, and end up learning far more 

than I would have done had I just stopped when my first instinct 

made me feel that my work was ‘done’. 

6 But that was a lesson of inclusion that you set me long before it 

went mainstream. 

7 And that lesson is so well-illustrated by our Torah portion today. 

Obviously, the ultimate excluded character is Joseph: they chucked 

him down a pit and didn’t give him any water. Yet Reuben was also 

excluded, and shunned, and left apart. His relief and delight and 

surprise at being included – at being counted among his kind – was 
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truly powerful. This shows that not every form of exclusion is as 

obvious as being trapped in a pit. 

8 Rabbi Elli, your dedication to making BHPS a space where we 

challenge not only the blatant forms of exclusion but also work 

towards tackling its more subtle, but just as insidious, forms, has 

left me such a wonderfully friendly and enthusiastic congregation to 

inherit. A congregation that, whenever I meet potential new 

members, really sells itself. 

9 I would like to thank everyone here at BHPS for welcoming myself 

and Manuella so warmly to Brighton (and I know you all think, for 

some reason, that Omri is even cuter than me). As your rabbi, I am 

here to fulfil your needs, wage war for you, make peace for you. It is 

my privilege to be beginning this journey with you. 

 

 

a Genesis Rabbah 84:15 

b Shira Hanau. “Men have dominated Jewish texts for most of history; these 

women are trying to change that”, JTA (8 December 2020): <https://www.jta.org 

/2020/12/08/culture/how-a-bechdel-test-for-jewish-texts-is-shaking-up-the-

beit-midrash> 
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WELCOMING OUR GUESTS 

Louise Mordecai, Chair of the Synagogue Council 

Ruth Seager, Chair of Liberal Judaism 

 

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE 

Led by Rabbi Charley Baginsky, Chief Executive Officer, Liberal Judaism 

Beginning on page 112 

 

TORAH SERVICE 

Led by Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah, Rabbi Emeritus (BHPS’s rabbi 2000-2021) 

Beginning on page 481 

Rabbi Elli will read our Torah portion – Genesis 37:1-24 

And Jacob dwelled in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of 

Canaan. This is the lineage of Jacob: Joseph, seventeen years old, was 

tending the flock with his brothers, assisting the sons of Bilhah and the sons 

of Zilpah, the wives of his father. And Joseph brought ill report of them to 

their father. And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, for he was the 

child of his old age, and he made him an ornamented tunic. And his brothers 

saw it was he their father loved more than all his brothers, and they hated 

him and could not speak a kind word to him. 

ב יעַקֲבֹ בְּאֶרֶץ מְגוּרֵי אָביִו בְּאֶרֶץ  ויַּשֵֶׁ 
כּנְעַָן: אֵלּהֶ תּלֹדְוֹת יעֲַקבֹ יוֹסֵף בֶּן שְׁבַע  
עשְֶׂרֵה שָׁנהָ היָהָ רעֶֹה אֶת אֶחָיו בּצַּאֹן 

והְוּא נעַַר אֶת בּנְיֵ בלִהְָה ואְֶת בּנְיֵ זלִפְָּה  
נשְֵׁי אָביִו ויַּבֵָא יוֹסֵף אֶת דִּבּתָָם רָעָה 

אֲביִהםֶ: ויְשְִׂרָאֵל אָהַב אֶת יוֹסֵף אֶל 
מִכּלָ בּנָיָו כּיִ בֶן זקְֻניִם הוּא לוֹ ועְשָָׂה לוֹ  
כּתְנֹתֶ פַּסִּים: ויַּרְִאוּ אֶחָיו כּיִ אתֹוֹ אָהַב 

אֲביִהםֶ מִכּלָ אֶחָיו ויַּשְִׂנאְוּ אתֹוֹ ולְאֹ  
יכָלְוּ דַּבְּרוֹ לשְָׁלםֹ: ויַּחֲַלםֹ יוֹסֵף חֲלוֹם  
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And Joseph dreamed a dream and told it to his brothers and they hated him 

all the more. And he said to them: “Listen, pray, to this dream that I 

dreamed. And, look, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, look, my 

sheaf arose and actually stood up, and, look, your sheaves drew round and 

bowed to my sheaf.” And his brothers said to him: “Do you mean to reign 

over us, do you mean to rule us?” And they hated him all the more, for his 

dreams and for his words. And he dreamed yet another dream and 

recounted it to his brothers, and he said: “Look, I dreamed a dream again, 

and, look, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing to me.” And 

he recounted it to his father and to his brothers, and his father rebuked him 

and said to him: “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall we really 

come, I and your mother and your brothers, to bow before you to the 

ground?” And his brothers were jealous of him, while his father kept the 

thing in mind. 

And his brothers went to graze their father’s flock at Shechem. And Israel 

said to Joseph: “You know, your brothers are pasturing at Shechem. Come, 

let me send you to them,” and Joseph said to him: “Here I am.” And Israel 

said to him: “Go, pray, to see how your brothers fare, and how the flock 

fares, and bring me back word.” And Israel sent him from the valley of 

Hebron and he came to Shechem. And a man found him and, look, he was 

wandering in the field, and the man asked him, saying: “What is it you seek?” 

And he said: “My brothers I seek. Tell me, pray, where are they pasturing?” 

And the man said: “They have journeyed on from here, for I heard them say, 

‘Let us go to Dothan.’” 

 ַ גּדֵ לאְֶחָיו ויַּוֹסִפוּ עוֹד שְׂנאֹ אתֹוֹ:  ויַּ
ויַּאֹמֶר אֲליֵהםֶ שִׁמְעוּ נאָ החֲַלוֹם הזַּהֶ  

אֲשֶׁר חָלמְָתִּי: והְנִּהֵ אֲנחְַנוּ מְאַלּמְִים  
דֶה והְנִּהֵ קָמָה אֲלֻמָּתִי  אֲלֻמִּים בּתְוֹךְ השַָּׂ

וגְםַ נצִָּבָה והְנִּהֵ תְסֻבּיֶנהָ אֲלֻמּתֵֹיכםֶ  
תַּחֲויֶןָ לאֲַלֻמָּתִי: ויַּאֹמְרוּ לוֹ אֶחָיו ותִַּשְׁ 

הֲמָלךְֹ תִּמְלךְֹ עלָיֵנוּ אִם מָשׁוֹל תִּמְשׁלֹ  
בּנָוּ ויַּוֹסִפוּ עוֹד שְׂנאֹ אתֹוֹ עלַ חֲלמֹתָֹיו  

ועְלַ דְּבָרָיו: ויַּחֲַלםֹ עוֹד חֲלוֹם אַחֵר  
ויַסְַפֵּר אתֹוֹ לאְֶחָיו ויַּאֹמֶר הנִּהֵ חָלמְַתִּי 

מֶשׁ והְיַּרֵָחַ ואְַחַד   חֲלוֹם עוֹד והְנִּהֵ השֶַּׁ
עשָָׂר כּוֹכבָיִם מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם ליִ: ויַסְַפֵּר אֶל  
אָביִו ואְֶל אֶחָיו ויַּגִעְַר בּוֹ אָביִו ויַּאֹמֶר 
לוֹ מָה החֲַלוֹם הזַּהֶ אֲשֶׁר חָלמְָתָּ הֲבוֹא 
נבָוֹא אֲניִ ואְִמְּךָ ואְַחֶיךָ להְשְִׁתַּחֲוֹת לךְָ  

רְצָה: ויַקְַנאְוּ בוֹ אֶחָיו ואְָביִו שָׁמַר אֶת  אָ
הדַָּבָר: ויַּלֵכְוּ אֶחָיו לרְִעוֹת אֶת צאֹן 
אֲביִהםֶ בּשְִׁכםֶ: ויַּאֹמֶר ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶל  

יוֹסֵף הלֲוֹא אַחֶיךָ רעֹיִם בּשְִׁכםֶ לכְהָ  
ואְֶשְׁלחֲָךָ אֲליֵהםֶ ויַּאֹמֶר לוֹ הנִּנֵיִ: ויַּאֹמֶר  

רְאֵה אֶת שְׁלוֹם אַחֶיךָ ואְֶת  לוֹ לךְֶ נאָ 
שְׁלוֹם הצַּאֹן והַשֲִׁבנֵיִ דָּבָר ויַּשְִׁלחֵָהוּ  

מֵעֵמֶק חֶבְרוֹן ויַּבָאֹ שְׁכמֶָה: ויַּמְִצָאֵהוּ 
דֶה ויַּשְִׁאָלהֵוּ  אִישׁ והְנִּהֵ תעֶֹה בּשַָּׂ

הָאִישׁ לאֵמרֹ מַה תְּבקֵַּשׁ: ויַּאֹמֶר אֶת  
ידָה נּאָ ליִ אֵיפהֹ  אַחַי אָנכֹיִ מְבקֵַּשׁ הַגִּ 

הםֵ רעֹיִם: ויַּאֹמֶר הָאִישׁ נסְָעוּ מִזּהֶ כּיִ  
שָׁמַעתְִּי אמְֹרִים נלֵכְהָ דּתָֹינְהָ ויַּלֵךְֶ יוֹסֵף  

אַחַר אֶחָיו ויַּמְִצָאֵם בּדְתָֹן: ויַּרְִאוּ אתֹוֹ 
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And Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. And they 

saw him from afar before he drew near them and they plotted against him 

to put him to death. And they said to each other: “Here comes that dreamer! 

And so now, let us kill him and fling him into one of the pits and we can say, 

a vicious beast has devoured him, and we shall see what will come of his 

dreams.” And Reuben heard and came to his rescue and said: “We must not 

take his life.” And Reuben said to them: “Shed no blood! Fling him into this 

pit in the wilderness and do not raise a hand against him” – so that he might 

rescue him from their hands and take him back to his father. 

And it happened when Joseph came to his brothers that they stripped 

Joseph of his tunic, the ornamented tunic that he had on him. And they took 

him and flung him into the pit, and the pit was empty, there was no water in 

it. 

מֵרָחקֹ וּבְטֶרֶם יקְִרַב אֲליֵהםֶ ויַּתְִנכַּלְוּ  
 ֹ אמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל אָחִיו  אתֹוֹ להֲַמִיתוֹ: ויַּ

ועְתַָּה   הנִּהֵ בַּעלַ החֲַלמֹוֹת הלַּזָהֶ בָּא:
לכְוּ ונְהַַרְגהֵוּ ונְשְַׁלכִהֵוּ בְּאַחַד הַבּרֹוֹת 
ואְָמַרְנוּ חַיּהָ רָעָה אֲכלָתְָהוּ ונְרְִאֶה מַה  

יּהִיְוּ חֲלמֹתָֹיו: ויַּשְִׁמַע רְאוּבֵן ויַּצַּלִהֵוּ  
נכַּנֶּוּ נפָשֶׁ: ויַּאֹמֶר   מִיּדָָם ויַּאֹמֶר לאֹ

אֲלהֵםֶ רְאוּבֵן אַל תִּשְׁפּכְוּ דָם השְַׁליִכוּ  
אתֹוֹ אֶל הַבּוֹר הזַּהֶ אֲשֶׁר בַּמִּדְבָּר ויְדָ 

אַל תִּשְׁלחְוּ בוֹ למְַעַן הצַּיִל אתֹוֹ מִיּדָָם  
להַשֲִׁיבוֹ אֶל אָביִו: ויַהְיִ כּאֲַשֶׁר בָּא  

יטוּ אֶת יוֹסֵף אֶת יוֹסֵף אֶל אֶחָיו ויַּפַשְִׁ 
כֻּתָּנתְּוֹ אֶת כּתְנֹתֶ הפַַּסִּים אֲשֶׁר עלָיָו:  
ויַּקִָּחֻהוּ ויַּשְַׁלכִוּ אתֹוֹ הַבּרָֹה והְבַּוֹר רֵק 

 אֵין בּוֹ מָיםִ:

 

Rabbi Danny Rich will read our haftarah – 1 Kings 3:5-15 

In Gibeon did the Eternal One appear to Solomon in a night-dream, and God 

said: “Ask. What shall I give you?” 

And Solomon said, “You Yourself did great kindness with Your servant David 

my father, as he walked in Your presence in truth and in justice and in the 

heart’s rightness with You. And You kept for him this great kindness and gave 

him a son sitting on his throne to this day. And now, O Eternal One my God, 

You Yourself made Your servant king in place of my father when I was a young 

lad, not knowing how to lead into the fray. And Your servant was in the midst 

of Your people that You chose, a multitudinous people that could not be 

אֶל שְׁלמֹהֹ בּחֲַלוֹם   יהוהבְּגבְִעוֹן נרְִאָה 
הלַּיָלְהָ ויַּאֹמֶר אֱלהֹיִם שְׁאַל מָה אֶתֶּן 

לךְָ: ויַּאֹמֶר שְׁלמֹהֹ אַתָּה עשִָׂיתָ עםִ  
עַבדְְּךָ דָודִ אָביִ חֶסֶד גּדָוֹל כּאֲַשֶׁר הלָךְַ  

לפְנָיֶךָ בֶּאֱמֶת וּבצִדְָקָה וּביְשְִׁרַת לבֵָב 
הַגּדָוֹל הזַּהֶ עִמָּךְ ותִַּשְׁמָר לוֹ אֶת החֶַסֶד 

ותִַּתֶּן לוֹ בֵן ישֵֹׁב עלַ כּסְִאוֹ כּיַּוֹם הזַּהֶ:  
אֱלהֹיָ אַתָּה הִמְלכַתְָּ אֶת  יהוהועְתַָּה 

עַבדְְּךָ תַּחַת דָּודִ אָביִ ואְָנכֹיִ נעַַר קָטןֹ  
לאֹ אֵדַע צֵאת ובָאֹ: ועְַבדְְּךָ בּתְוֹךְ עַמְּךָ 

ימִָּנהֶ   אֲשֶׁר בּחָָרְתָּ עםַ רָב אֲשֶׁר לאֹ
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numbered and could not be counted for all its multitude. May You give Your 

servant an understanding heart to discern between good and evil. For who can 

judge this vast people of Yours?” 

And the thing was good in the eyes of the Eternal that Solomon had asked for 

this thing. And God said to him: “Inasmuch as you have asked for this thing and 

you did not ask long life for yourself and did not ask wealth for yourself and did 

not ask for the life of your enemies, but you asked to discern and understand 

justice, look, I am doing according to your words. Look, I give you a wise and 

discerning heart, so that your like there will not have been before you, and 

after you none like you shall arise. And even what you did not ask I give to you: 

both wealth and honour, so that there will not have been any man like you 

among kings all your days. And if you go in My ways, to keep My statutes and 

My commands, as David your father went, I shall grant you length of days.” 

And Solomon awoke and, look, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and 

stood before the Ark of the Eternal One’s Covenant and offered up burnt 

offerings and prepared well-being sacrifices and made a feast for all his 

servants.

ולְאֹ יסִָּפֵר מֵרבֹ: ונְתַָתָּ לעְַבדְְּךָ לבֵ  
שׁמֵֹעַ לשְִׁפּטֹ אֶת עַמְּךָ להְָביִן בּיֵן טוֹב  

לרְָע כּיִ מִי יוּכלַ לשְִׁפּטֹ אֶת עַמְּךָ 
הכַּבָדֵ הזַּהֶ: ויַּיִטַב הדַָּבָר בְּעיֵניֵ אֲדנֹיָ  
ר כּיִ שָׁאַל שְׁלמֹהֹ אֶת הַדָּבָר הזַּהֶ: ויַּאֹמֶ 

אֱלהֹיִם אֵליָו יעַַן אֲשֶׁר שָׁאַלתְָּ אֶת  
הדַָּבָר הזַּהֶ ולְאֹ שָׁאַלתְָּ לּךְָ ימִָים רַבּיִם  
ולְאֹ שָׁאַלתְָּ לּךְָ עשֶֹׁר ולְאֹ שָׁאַלתְָּ נפֶֶשׁ  

איֹבְיֶךָ ושְָׁאַלתְָּ לּךְָ הָביִן לשְִׁמעַֹ  
מִשְׁפָּט: הנִּהֵ עשִָׂיתִי כּדְִבָרֶיךָ הנִּהֵ 

לךְָ לבֵ חָכםָ ונְבָוֹן אֲשֶׁר כּמָוֹךָ לאֹ   נתַָתִּי
היָהָ לפְנָיֶךָ ואְַחֲרֶיךָ לאֹ יקָוּם כּמָוֹךָ:  

וגְםַ אֲשֶׁר לאֹ שָׁאַלתְָּ נתַָתִּי לךְָ גּםַ  
עשֶֹׁר גּםַ כּבָוֹד אֲשֶׁר לאֹ היָהָ כמָוֹךָ 

אִישׁ בַּמְּלכָיִם כּלָ ימֶָיךָ: ואְִם תֵּלךְֵ  
י וּמִצְוֹתַי כּאֲַשֶׁר הלָךְַ  בּדְִרָכיַ לשְִׁמרֹ חֻקַּ 

דָּויִד אָביִךָ והְַאֲרַכתְִּי אֶת ימֶָיךָ: ויַּקִַץ  
שְׁלמֹהֹ והְנִּהֵ חֲלוֹם ויַּבָוֹא ירְוּשָׁלםִַ  
ויַּעֲַמדֹ לפִנְיֵ אֲרוֹן בְּרִית אֲדנֹיָ ויַּעַלַ  

עלֹוֹת ויַּעַשַׂ שְׁלמִָים ויַּעַשַׂ מִשְׁתֶּה לכְלָ  
 עֲבדָָיו:
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INDUCTION SERVICE 

Rabbi Charley Baginsky 

Moses received the Torah at Mount Sinai. He transmitted it to Joshua. 

Joshua in turn passed it to the elders, and the elders to the prophets. The 

prophets transmitted the Torah to the Sages of the Great Assembly. The 

Sages taught three things: be deliberate in judgment, raise up many 

disciples, and protect the integrity of the Torah. 

משֶׁה קִבּלֵ תּוֹרָה מִסִּיניַ, וּמְסָרָהּ ליִהוֹשֻׁעַ,  
ויִהוֹשֻׁעַ לזִקְֵניִם, וּזקְֵניִם לנִבְיִאִים,  

הָ לאְַנשְֵׁי כנְסֶֶת הַגּדְוֹלהָ. וּנבְיִאִים מְסָרוּ
הםֵ אָמְרוּ שְׁלשָׁה דְבָרִים, הֱווּ מְתוּניִם 
בּדִַּין, והְַעֲמִידוּ תַלמְִידִים הַרְבֵּה, ועַשֲׂוּ 

 . סְיגָ לתַּוֹרָה
   

Miriam received the Torah at Mount Sinai and transmitted it to the 

Daughters of Zelophechad. The Daughters of Zelophechad in turn passed it 

to Deborah, Deborah to Ruth, and Ruth transmitted it to Beruriah. They said 

three things: make your voice heard, raise up many disciples and interpret 

the Torah. 

וּמְסָרַתָּהּ לבִנְוֹת  מִרְיםָ קִבּלְהָ תּוֹרָה מִסִּיניַ
וּדְבוֹרָה , וּבנְוֹת צלְפָחְָד לדְִבוֹרָה צלְפָחְָד

הֵן אָמְרוּ . ורְוּת מְסָרַתָּהּ לבְִרוּרְיהָ , לרְוּת
  קוֹלכְןֶהשְַׁמִיעוּ אֶת : שְׁלשָׁה דְּבָרִים

ועַשֲׂוּ דְּרָשׁ  והְַעֲמִידוּ תַּלמְִידוֹת הרְַבֵּה
 לתַּוֹרָה. 

   

The previous rabbis of the community will pass a Torah scroll to Rabbi Gabriel  
   

Rabbi Pinchas, Rabbi Levi and Rabbi Yochanan taught in the name of 

Menachem the Galilean: when the leader of a community stands in front of the 

ark, we do not say to them: “Come, pray for us.” Rather, we say: “Come, fulfil 

our needs, wage war for us, make peace for us.” 

 

 

ְ י פִּבִּרִ  ִ לֵ  רִבּיִ ,סחָ ינ ָ חָ וֹי רִבּיִ ,יו ם  שֵ בְּ ,ןנ
ַ מְ  ָ לִּ גַ ם דְּ חֵ נ ֶ   :איי ֵ פְר לִ בֵוֹע שֶׁ ה ז י  נ
ְ וֹבּ  ,וֹר למֵ וֹ ין אאֵ  ,היבָתֵּ הַ  – ללֵּ פַּתְ הִא ו
ְ א וֹבּ ,אלָּ אֶ  ה  שֵׂ עֲ ,וּינכֵ רְ  ָה צשֵׂ עֲו
ֵ פַּ ,וּינתֵ וֹמחֲ לְ מִ   .וּינדֵ עֲיס בַּיּ
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Rabbi Gabriel, this chain of tradition links Sinai to this very moment, and as this Torah scroll is placed in your arms, 

the chain continues now as it has in every generation. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, bestow Your blessings on Gabriel and this congregation. Instil in him wisdom 

and righteousness, steadfastness and devotion, as he assumes the position of Rabbi of Brighton and Hove 

Progressive Synagogue. Grant him a wise heart, candour and courage. May he respond to every challenge with 

dignity. Implant within him a full measure of Your compassion that he may embody the words of our tradition. 

And let us say, amen. 
   

The scroll is replaced in the ark, which is then closed  

 

ADDRESS 

Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah 

 

RESPONSE 

Rabbi Gabriel Kanter-Webber  

 

WELCOMING RABBI GABRIEL TO THE COMMUNITY 

Sandra Walker, President of the Synagogue 
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CONCLUDING PRAYERS 

Rabbi Danny Rich, BHPS’s Interim Rabbi 2021-22 

Beginning on page 520 

 

KIDDUSH 

Rabbi Gabriel Kanter-Webber 

Beginning on page 566 
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