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THE TZITZIT CHALLENGE
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“And Korach betook himself” (Numbers 16:1).

What is written immediately above this thing? “Speak to the Israelites,
and you shall say to them that they should make them a fringe...”
(Numbers 15:38).

Korach leapt up and said to Moses ... “A tallit that is techelet all over:
how about that? Has it fulfilled the laws of tzitzit?”

Moses answered, “It is still subject to the laws of tzitzit.”

Korach said, “When a tallit is techelet all over that does not suffice to
fulfil the law, yet four threads can fulfil it?!” He went on, “A house full of
holy books: has it fulfilled the laws of mezuzah?”

Moses said to Korach, “It is still subject to the laws of mezuzah.”

Korach responded, “The whole Torah - all 275 sections - are in the
house, and they do not fulfil the law, yet two excerpts in a mezuzah do
fulfil it, on behalf of the house?!” He went on, “You were not commanded
regarding these things. You are forming them from your own desires!”

Midrash Tanchuma, Korach 2

THE HOLINESS CHALLENGE
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They banded together against Moses and against Aaron, and said to
them, “You’re taking rather a lot on yourselves, aren’t you? For all the
community, together, are holy, and the Eternal is among them. Why
would you raise yourselves above the community of God?”

Numbers 16:3




Deuteronomy 28:1-9

And it shall be that, if you obey
the voice of the Eternal One your
God, and abide by all of God’s
laws that are commanded to you
this day, the Eternal One will set
you on high, among all the
nations of the earth. And all these
blessings will come to you and
permeate you, if you will obey the

voice of the Eternal One your
God.

You will be blessed in the city and
blessed in the field. The fruit of
your womb and the fruit of your
land and the fruit of your herds;
the offspring of your cattle and
the young of your flocks — they
shall all be blessed. Blessed shall
be basket and bowl. Blessed shall
be coming and going.

When enemies stand before you,
God will defeat them before you.
They may approach you in unity,
but they will flee in disarray.

The Eternal One will decree
blessings for you — for your
storehouses and for all your
enterprises — in the land which
your God is giving you.

As God’s own holy people will
the Eternal One station you, just
as was sworn to you — if you keep
God’s commandments and walk
in God’s ways.
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Exodus 19:4-11

You have seen what I did to the
Egyptians, how I lifted you up on
eagles” wings and brought you to
Me. Now, if you will truly hear
My voice and keep My covenant,
you will be My heirloom from
amongst all people on all the earth
(which is Mine). And you will be
to Me a dominion of priests and a
holy nation. These are the words
that you shall speak to the
children of Israel.

Moses went and summoned the
longest-standing of the people,
and placed before them all the
words that had been commanded
by the Eternal One.

The entire people answered
together. They said, “All that God
has said, we will do.” And Moses
relayed the words of the people to
God. And God said to Moses,
“Behold, I have come before you
under cover of a cloud, so that the
people will hear our conversation,
and will trust forever. Then Moses
recounted to the Eternal One the
people’s words.

And God said to Moses, “Go to
the people, and direct them to
sanctify today and tomorrow, and
to wash their clothes. They shall
be prepared for the third day, for
on the third day, the Eternal One
will descend, in the sight of all the
people, from Mount Sinai.
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