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by star-worshippers, and the town officials set up their polling stations in 

marketplaces and in taverns. 

6. One who pays heed to polls is like one who consults familiar spirits 

and interprets omens. It is forbidden. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

 
1. If there is a murder while the election is ongoing, campaigning 

should be suspended. This is so that people will become accustomed to show 

respect to mourners and not to try to profit from crimes committed in their 

midst. Even though campaigning is suspended, it is permitted for the Prime 

Minister may visit the scene of the murder and to have a photocall there. 

Some say it is also permitted for him to speak with Andrew Marr on national 

television. 

2. Beit Hillel say that voters should be allowed to vote even without 

proof of identity, but Beit Shammai insists that voters must show proof of 

identity before voting. They came to a compromise: voters do not have to 

show proof of identity at this election, but at elections in the world to come, 

voters will be bound to provide proof of identity. 

3. The sages were discussing the question: when will the next election 

be? R Gamliel says, “It is written that elections happen every five years.” But 

the sages said to him, “Have we not seen there are elections every two years?” 

R Gamliel said to them, “But the next election after this one will not be until 
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5. Star-worshippers Those who use school halls as amphitheatres in the months of winter.  

Marketplaces These are the places where housewives would go to buy ingredients from 

merchants who had never knowingly been undersold.  Taverns That is to say, they found that 

there was room at the inn.  6. One who consults Such a person is to be driven out from the 

community: v Deuteronomy 18:10-12.  CHAPTER TWO – 1. Try to profit What is to ‘profit’ 

from a crime? Our teachers give examples. To blame the crime on underfunded police (Teshuvot 

Bailey-Aruch 47); to blame the crime on strangers within the gates of the community (Mishnat 

Farage 12:3); and to make vows of new policies before the facts of the matter are known 

(Chiddushei haPriti 999).  Andrew Marr That is his name. �2. Voters must show proof of identity 

Beit Shammai is afraid that vagabonds, bandits and left-leaning students and immigrants will 

find it easier to vote in the name of other people if they do not have to prove who they are.  

Elections in the world to come This does not refer to elections in heaven, for there are no 

elections in heaven; rather, it refers to elections in the future, once the Messiah comes (speedily, 

and in our times) to resolve the question.  3. It is taught v Fixed-term Parliaments Act 2011.�
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CHAPTER ONE 

 
1. Two candidates for Prime Minister should appear in a leadership 

debate on television. But some say three candidates, and in the land of 

Scotland they say four candidates. Twitter accounts belonging to political 

parties are not fixed during a televised leadership debate. 

2. If a candidate knows about a leadership debate but chooses not to 

heed the summons, they may be replaced by an accurate substitute. 

3. Yeremiyahu ha-Korban was accustomed to make many vows while 

campaigning. It happened that he vowed free broadband to the people of the 

land. Beit Shammai say that it is forbidden to make uncosted vows, but Beit 

Hillel permit it, for was it not taught, “A sorcerer, if he actually performs 

magic, is liable, but not if he merely creates illusions.” 

4. R Eliezer says it is permitted to create a hard border on the island of 

Ireland, but the sages forbid it. The sages did, however, allow a Northern Irish 

backstop. What is a hard border? One that is like the boundary between this 

world and the world to come, that cannot be passed even by a determined 

journeyman. What is a backstop? One that is like the rail around the parapet 

of a roof, that protects without interfering with the life of the community. 

5. It is a mitzvah to use a school hall as a polling station. If it is not 

possible to use a school hall, it is preferable to use a community centre. If it is 

not possible to use a community centre, then another suitable venue may be 

used. It happened in a certain winter that all the school halls were being used 

 

 — Commentary of the MISMOLI GAVRIEL����������������
� 

CHAPTER ONE – 1. Two candidates That is to say, the two who are likely to win the election.  

Some say Liberal Democrats.  Fixed This applies not only to the name of the Twitter account but 

also to its branding, its content and whether or not it admits to being the Twitter account of a 

political party.  2. Accurate substitute You might suppose that this means another person who 

can speak for their colleague, but because our rabbis wrote ‘accurate’ and not ‘appropriate’, we 

learn that the Mishnah means a physical representation of the particular person who chose not 

to attend.  3. Uncosted vows These are vows which attract the eye but to which there is but little 

substance (v. M Sanhedrin 7:11, that was quoted by Beit Hillel).  4. The rail around the parapet of 

a roof v. Deuteronomy 22:8. 


