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As the UK prepares to cast its vote on 23 June as to whether it remains in  
the European Union, we ask if there are Jewish concerns that might have  
a bearing on how voters cast their ballot

TRADE, SECURITY AND THE 
ECONOMY: WHY I WANT BRITAIN 
OUT OF THE EU 
Strengthened UK security, and trade with 
Israel should make leaving the EU  
a compelling argument for British Jews,  
says Rory Broomfield

Israel is a proud independent state that 
has many global alliances that span 
across the world. These alliances have 
allowed it to prosper whilst protecting 
its identity. In the current debate on 

the UK’s relationship with the European 
Union, it is often overlooked that countries 
like Israel have been able to trade with EU 
nations without being part of the EU. 

Outside the EU’s political union, 
Israel has even enhanced its own trading 
relationship with the European Union. As 
such, the EU Commission says “Israel is an 
important trading partner for the EU in the 
Mediterranean area, and the EU is the first 
trading partner for Israel with total trade 
amounting to approximately €30 billion in 
2014.” But Israel’s relationship with the EU 
does not provide it with security – either 
defence-wise or economically. Instead, the 
relationships that help keep Israel safe and 
prosperous are global and not regional. 

The same is true for the UK. It has been 
said recently that the United Kingdom 
is under threat from terrorism. The 
‘remain’ campaign has concentrated on 
what London Mayor Boris Johnson has 
dubbed “project fear” – a concerted effort 
to scare people into voting to remain in 
the EU. However, it is a myth that the EU 
protects the UK. After all, our membership 
did not stop the 7/7 terrorist attack in 2005 
or indeed the IRA bombings beforehand. 
Similarly, the EU did not bring peace 

between Irish republicans and the British 
state – bilateral and multilateral talks 
and actions between politicians and 
communities on all sides did. Nonetheless, 
the EU is inappropriately held up as the 
insurer of our security. This flies in the 
face of logic when the UK, like Israel, has 
global alliances that help protect it from 
global threats. 

The global alliances that 
the UK will have after it leaves 
the EU (on ‘Brexit’) will still 
span from the US to Australia, 
with many countries in 
between being involved 
as well. There is the NATO 
alliance along with Interpol 
and the Five Eyes Alliance, an 
intelligence sharing network 
consisting of America, 
Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand and the UK, to name 
but three. What we won’t 
have is an obligation to take 
EU citizens as the country can 
control its borders once again 
– something we cannot change 
as a member of the EU. 

Being able to control our 
borders is important at a time 
when there is a significant 
migration of people into the 
EU from Syria, Turkey and elsewhere. This 
migration and the prospect of Turkish 
membership to the EU poses future issues 
for a UK inside the EU. Without the ability 
to implement border controls, there is no 
way of knowing how many people will end 
up coming to the UK. 

There is also economic security to 
consider – and the net effect of the UK 
remaining inside the EU will be one of 

increased costs. Public services such as 
education, health and transport are already 
under threat; housing is in short supply. 
England is already the second most densely 
populated country in the EU. If we remain, 
the costs of living will only increase. 

However, if the UK leaves the EU, 
analysis from Professor Patrick Minford 
CBE of Cardiff Business School suggests 

that prices can fall by as much 
as 8 per cent for the average 
household. This is due to 
being able to shop at world 
prices that are not being 
artificially increased by the 
EU’s customs union and other 
measures that push up prices 
on goods coming into the EU 
(including from Israel). This 
is backed up by other research 
done by Business for Britain 
that suggests that outside the 
EU the average household 
could be £933 better off out 
per year. As a result, leaving 
the EU could potentially make 
both importing from Israel 
even easier (and cheaper) 
whilst making the overall cost 
of living more affordable. 

Being outside the EU 
would be a stride into the 

light for the UK and those in it. It provides 
a project for hope that will allow the UK 
a prosperous relationship with the EU 
but also with the world – benefiting our 
security and our economy.  n

Rory Broomfield is Director of The Freedom 
Association and its Better Off Out campaign, 
which is making the case for the UK to leave  
the EU.

JEWS DON’T DO FREE LUNCH:  
WHY I’M VOTING TO STAY 
It’s not just about trade, argues Gabriel 
Webber: being part of the EU is better for 
our common good 

T he Jewish tradition has never 
been about getting something 
for nothing. Unlike other 
religions, which are founded 
on divine authority, Judaism 

has at its heart the notion of covenant, 
contract, consent. God gets our moral 
obedience, but has to provide sustenance. 
Our sustenance is not a free lunch.

This tradition of compromise extends 
into Jewish civics: according to the Talmud, 
if Jews use roads and bridges built by a 
secular government, they are obliged to 
contribute to the system of taxation which 
made that infrastructure possible.

This too should be how we approach 
the EU referendum. Of course we have 
made sacrifices to be part of the European 
system: we’ve conceded some sovereignty, 
some money, some jobs, even some civil 
servants that we’ve seconded to Brussels.

But not only do we reap benefits in 
exchange – access to European markets, 
cross-border consumer protection, 
freedom to study abroad – but our 
participation makes the whole union 
stronger.

We have only to look at the history of 
the EU to see the direct relevance to Jews. 
Its earliest origins were as the European 
Coal and Steel Community in 1952, which 
pooled the continent’s natural resources. 
Allied Powers and Axis Powers sat down 
together to agree on the founding treaty.

This was not just a powerful symbolic 
act of reconciliation and co-operation, 

because the governments literally signed 
away their access to those commodities 
which would enable them to wage war. The 
stated aim was to make another bloody 
armed conflict “not only unthinkable, but 
materially impossible”.

If anyone should support this 
endeavour, it is UK Jews. Even if Germany 
is no longer the key threat to European 
security, intergovernmental 
trust and co-operation can 
never be a bad thing. It may 
carry a cost, but history tells 
us this is a cost worth bearing.

Europe also stands 
as a bastion of freedom 
and democracy, offering 
protections to minorities. It is 
the EU which has consistently 
stood up against pressure 
to ban kosher slaughter. It 
is the EU which dismissed 
a complaint by the National 
Secular Society which aimed 
to have faith schools declared 
illegal. And it is the EU which 
continues to invest tens of 
millions of dollars in Euro-
Israeli research projects 
which benefit the whole of 
humankind.

There is also an altruistic 
side to EU membership which should 
appeal to us: “If I am only for myself, 
what am I?” For instance, Britain has had 
strong gender equality laws since before 
joining Europe, but Bulgaria didn’t. 
Romania didn’t. It is Britain’s inclusion of 
equal pay laws in a 1957 EU treaty which 
benefits women throughout the continent. 
Similarly, British regulations on which 
aircraft are safe to fly over populated 

areas have always been robust. But Malta’s 
weren’t. Lithuania’s weren’t.

Sharing our best practice, and, yes, 
some subsidies, with these emerging 
democracies, helping them towards 
mature statehood, is the right thing to do.

For most of the last 2,000 years of the 
Jewish experience, borders have been 
a very artificial concept. Shtetls stayed 

put while the boundaries 
of European states danced 
around them. Families 
travelled hundreds of miles 
across oceans and mountain 
ranges to find sanctuary 
and prosperity. These days, 
the hundreds of French 
Jews emigrating to London 
– ‘making angliah’ – to take 
refuge from the antisemitism 
in their own country are only 
able to do so thanks to the free 
movement of people which 
is a consequence of our EU 
membership. A recent report 
by the BBC said that 50 per 
cent of children at London’s 
Jewish schools were French.

Everywhere we travelled, 
we gladly contributed to, 
without regard for nationality 
or government. Every 

Western society is the better for the impact 
of its Jewry. The march of time has shown 
that it’s better for societies to pool their 
resources and work together.  n

Gabriel Webber is a freelance journalist and 
Progressive Jewish activist and sits on the executive 
of the Board of Deputies of British Jews. See: www.
gabrielquotes.org.uk. The views expressed here 
are in a personal capacity.

“It’s the EU 
which has 
stood up 
against the 
ban of kosher 
slaughter”

“Our EU 
membership 
did not 
stop the 7/7 
terrorist 
attack” 

Prime minister David Cameron speaks 
to the press after a meeting of EU 
leaders in Brussels, February, 2016

THE EUROPEAN REFERENDUM:

In or out?
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