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IS YOUR WRITER BEING
PAID BY THE BBC?
I was impressed reading Eric Pickles’
comments (Jewish News, 15 October). He
highlighted Orla Guerin’s lopsided report
on Palestinian terrorists and castigated the
BBC and Independent for their obvious
anti-Israel bias.

Then underneath, I read Stephen
Oryszczuk’s world round-up of news stories,
particularly one on Australia. Does Stephen
write headlines for the BBC? It appears he’d
be welcome. And does he know anything
at all about Jews, Judaism or Israel? 

I ask because, in a few words, he’s
revealed his extraordinary ignorance. He
labels Moshe Feiglin “an extreme right-
wing Israeli politician” (sic). It happens that
Feiglin is one of the few honest politicians
that we can boast of in the West today; his
crime is that he loves the Jewish people
and is a Jewish nationalist, holding that
Jews have a right sanctioned by the
Almighty himself to the holy land of Israel.

In particular, horror of horrors, they have
a right to pray in their holiest of places, the
Temple Mount and not to be attacked by
the Arab mob. For Stephen’s benefit,
Feiglin doesn’t lead Jews up to the Al-
Aqsa mosque – he comes to the permitted
parts of the Temple precinct and avoids
the Mosque like the plague.

Calling the Palestinians “a gang of
bandits” I think is fair enough – I would
embellish that expression considerably. This
is freedom of expression, which those of the
Judeo-Christian tradition cherish, unlike
those who would willingly destroy us all.

Rabbi Menahem Lester
Israel and south London 

A CENTURY AND WE
ARE STILL AT THE START
While neither side in the Israel-Palestine
conflict can claim a monopoly of virtue,
one issue is clear: the root cause of the
conflict is the dispute over ownership of
the territory of the current area of Israel
and the occupied West Bank – what most
Zionists call, “the land of Israel”. 

Some 100 years of argument over this
land and who should be entitled to govern
in all or part of it testify to that fact. Roslyn
Pine’s claim that the conflict is “idealogical
not territorial” (Jewish News, 15 October)

is therefore  complete nonsense. The
historical evidence is clear: At the begin-
ning of the 20th century, the Palestinian
Arabs constituted the overwhelming
majority in this territory, and from the time
of the Balfour Declaration onwards, the
Palestinian leadership and people wanted
an independent Arab state. 

From their point of view, rightly. Equally,
now, Israel and world Jewry also have
claims they regard equally valid.

And so to achieve a just settlement will
require both sides to compromise and
agree to some way of sharing space, while
agreeing to implement democratic solu-
tions. But Ms Pine offers nothing but a
continuation of the present impasse and
tries to dress it up as something “humane”.

According to her, the two million
Palestinians on the West Bank can be
treated as people who need no human
rights. The right to vote in a democratic
state is not necessary for them. This is not
only ludicrous but in the long run probably
untenable. The core issue is whether the
current situation viable and just? 

Can it be maintained indefinitely? To that
she has no answer other than might is right.

Fraser Michaelson
By email

MIGRANTS ARE NOT
SAME AS REFUGEES
It seems we now have another group
nobody elected laying claim to represent-
ing us (“the people”).

Ex-judges and lawyers decided to inform
the prime minister they disagreed with the
government’s policy of helping refugees
from the Syrian civil war to stay in safety
zones near their home country.

Obviously, there are complications in
deciding on the best policy to adopt to
achieve the main objective, which must
always be to provide sanctuary, future secu-
rity and freedom for refugees fleeing for
their lives – not necessarily for migrants
seeking a better future. 

The latter must always be subject to
conditions and laws which, in our democ-
racy, remain a matter for elected govern-
ments to decide upon and the judiciary to
uphold without any intervention into the
political process. 

This makes it vitally important that the
difference between refugees and migrants
is clearly identified, controlled, and
managed – for the benefit of refugees. 

In the past, Jewish refugees fleeing from
the Nazis, or the pogroms, were forced to
leave their homes to save themselves... and
us. They were not migrants choosing to
leave their homes for a better way of life. 

Harry Levy
By email

LET’S REMEMBER WHO
WE SHOULD SUPPORT 
I’d like to remind progressive Jews who
spend thousands on so-called Syrian
refugees that charity begins at home.

Think about helping a charity like Meir
Panim or others feeding thousand of fami-
lies and hungry children in Israel. They –
not your enemy – need your support. 

Everyone seems to forget these
refugees are Muslims fleeing fellow
Muslims. Do you want to see more anti-
Semitism in your midst? Don’t risk
violence or the spread of hate.

Sion Labi
By email
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By Paul Solomons www.daftoons.com

David’s profound,
enduring legacy
IF PROOF were needed of
the late David Cesarani’s
incredible, indelible impact
on Jewish and British life, it
came from the sheer number
of heartfelt tributes that
poured in during the hours
after his death last weekend
at the age of just 58. 

From the prime minister to
community leaders and
Holocaust educators to
former students, the outpour-
ing of grief and sense of loss
was both immediate and
profound.

Many referred to his role in
the creation of Holocaust
Memorial Day, his authoring
of many definitive books on
the Nazi era and unstinting
support for organisations
involved in passing on the
memory. 

We will never know the
extent of what he might have
achieved had he lived a
longer life, but his vast body
of work will continue to bring
the realities of those dark
days to the attention of
Britain and the entire world
for decades to come. 

Most recently, Cesarani was
a prominent member of
David Cameron’s Holocaust
Commission, which earlier
this year recommended that
a new national learning
centre and prominent memo-
rial be built in central London. 

This week, only hours after
it was announced he’d
passed away, we had
another troubling reminder
of why his work and that of

Sir Martin Gilbert, who also
passed away earlier this year,
and others remains vital.

The exhaustive study by
University College London’s
Centre for Holocaust
Education revealed knowl-
edge of the Shoah among
British schoolchildren, even
after studying the period, is
often limited and based on
wild misconceptions. 

In particular, very few
youngsters were aware of the
complicity of ordinary
people in crimes around
Europe while just a sixth
recognised camps other than
Auschwitz.

The fact the research
revealed a strong interest
from students in learning
about the Holocaust was,
however, a clear positive. 

Britain has a duty to
encourage this interest while
survivors still remain with us
and beyond – as the prime
minister has shown such a
readiness to do. 

Indeed, David Cameron
movingly said yesterday: “I
hope the new National
Memorial to the Holocaust
together with its accompa-
nying learning centre will
help to continue the vital
work to which David dedi-
cated so much of his life.”

It’s a matter of overwhelm-
ing sadness that David won’t
be there to contribute to
that work.  

He will be greatly missed.
We wish his wife and chil-
dren long life. 


