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The new Chief Rabbi is facing the first big test of his leadership after agreeing to attend the "Jewish Glastonbury".

Ephraim Mirvis has been accused by senior Orthodox and ultra-Orthodox rabbis of straying close to "pseudo-Judaism"
with his decision to speak at the Limmud Jewish educational and cultural festival, which takes place over the Christmas
period.

It has resulted in a public stand-off between the Chief Rabbi and leading rabbis, including a former head of the court
that rules on matters of Jewish law, the Orthodox Beth Din.

The festival takes place at the University of Warwick and nearly 3,000 people, about half of them Orthodox, are
expected to attend. The previous Chief Rabbi, Lord Sacks, never attended while in the post because Limmud's plurality
is disapproved of by leaders of the Orthodox Judiciary.

Rabbi Mirvis's decision to attend has fuelled opposition comparable to that faced by Lord Sacks when he attended a
memorial for the late Rabbi Hugo Gryn, leader of the Reform movement, in 1997. Lord Sacks also came under pressure
after the publication of his book The Dignity of Difference in 2002. He was accused of heresy by appearing to suggest
that other religions could contain truths.

A leading source said that the Chief Rabbi now faced similar opposition and his decision to speak at Limmud showed
that he would not acquiesce.

In a letter published in the Jewish Tribune, the ultra-Orthodox Haredi newspaper, seven leading rabbis describe
pluralism as the "political correctness" of the theological world. As religious Jews, their "fundamental bedrock" is that
there is only one truth - the Torah, or the five books of Moses in the Bible, and the oral tradition.

They write: "Limmud and similar organisations espouse the ethos of pluralism. Participating in their conferences, events
and educational endeavours blurs the distinction between authentic Judaism and pseudo-Judaism."
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A spokeswoman for one of the signatories, Dayan Gabriel Krausz of the Manchester Beth Din, said: "Dayan Krausz was
writing in a personal capacity and not as a member of our court." The other signatories did not respond to requests for
comments.

Rabbi Danny Rich, head of Liberal Judaism, said: "Some rabbis may choose to live in the segregated, medieval world of
the past but Rabbi Mirvis is to be praised for reaching out across our small community."

Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain of Reform Judaism said: "Limmud is one of the best, most creative movements ... If the
Chief Rabbinate is to have any credibility, he has to be there."

A spokesman for the Chief Rabbi said he had seen the letter. "He is disappointed with it and disagrees with its
contents."
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